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SHIPWRECK OF THE MEDUSA FRIGATE. 
From the Quarterly Review. 
Concluded from Page 296. 


LL this, however, was nothing to the dreadful scene 

which took place the following night. The day bad 
been beautiful, and no one seemed to doubt that the boats 
would appear in the course of it, to relieve them from their 
perilous state; but the evening approached, and none were 
seen; from that moment a spirit of sedition spread from 
man to man, and manifested itself by the most furious shouts, 
Night came on; the heavens were obscured with thick 
clouds; the wind rose, and with it the sea; the waves broke 
over them every moment; numbers were swept away, 
particularly near the extremities of the raft; and the crowd- 
ing towards the centre of it was so great, that several poor 
wretches were smothered by the pressure of their comrades, 
who were unable to keep cn their legs. 

Firmly persuaded that they were allon the point of being 
swallowed up, both soldiers and sailors resolved to south 
their last moments by drinking till they Jost their reason. 
They bored a hole in the head of a large cask, trom which 
they continued 10 swill it till the salt water, mixing with the 
wine, rendered it no longer putable. Excited by the fuines, 
acting on empty stomachs and heads already disordered by 
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danger, they now became deaf to the voice of reason; boldly 
declared their intention-to “murder their officersyand. then 
cut the ropes which bound the raft together: one of them, 
seizing an axe, actually began the dreadful work—this was 
the signal for revolt: the officers rushed forward to quell the 
tumult, and the man with the hatchet was the first that fell— 
the stroke of a sabre terminated his existence. The pas 
sengers joined the officers, but the mutineers. were: still the 
greater number; luckily they were badly armed, or the jew 
bayonets and sabres of the opposite party could not have 
kept them at bay. One fellow was detected secretly cutting 
the ropes, and immediately ilung overboard ; others de. 
stroyed the shrouds and halyard, and the mast, deprived of 
all support, fellon a captain of infantry, and broke his 
thigh; he was instantly seized by the soldiers, and thrown 
‘into the sea, but was saved by the opposite party. A furious 
charge was now made upon the mutineers, many of whom 
were cut down; at length this fit of desperation subsided 
into egregious cowardice; they cried out for mercy, and 
asked forgiveness on their knees, [t was now midnight, and 
order appeared to be restored; but after an hour of deceit- 
ful tranquillity, the insurrection burst forth anew ; the 
mutineers ran upon. the officers like desperate wen, each 
having a knife or a sabre in his band, and such was the fury 
ef the assailants, that they tore their flesh and even their 
clothes with their teeth; there was no time for besitation;a 
general slaughter took place, and the raft was strewed with 
dead bodies. ' 

Some palliation must be ailowed on account of their 
miserable condition: the constaut dread of death, want of 
rest and of food had impaired thicir faculties—nor did the 
ollicers themselves entirely escape. A sort cf lalf-walking 
dream, a wandering of the imagination seized most of them: 
some fancied they, saw around them a beautiful country, 
covered with the most delightiul plantations; oters became 
wild with horrors, aud threw themselves into the sea: Seve 
ral,on casting themselves off, suid calmly to theirs companions, 
* Lam going to seek for assistance, and you shall soon see 
me return.” “ Inthe midst of this general wadness,” says 
the narrative, “ one saw these unhappy men rushing upon 
their companions, sw ord in hand, aud demanding from them 
the wing ofa chicken to appease the bunger which was 
preying “upon them; others asked for their hammocks, that 
they might go between decks, and get a ” tittle sleep; many 
imagined temselves to be still on board the Medusa, Even 
after this fatal night many imagined themselves in the morn- 
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ing to have awaked from a frightful dream, in which batues 
and slaughter had disturbed their rest. 

On the return of day it was found, that in the course of the 
preceding night of horror, sixty-five of the mutineers had 
perished, and two of the small party attached to the officers, 
One cask of wine only remained. Before the allowance was 
served out they contrived to get up their mast afresh: but 
having no compass, and nat knowing how to direct their 
course, they let the raft drive before the wind, apparently 
incifferent whither they went. Enfeebled with hunger, they 
now tried to catch fish, but could not succeed, and aban- 
doned the attempt. 

« [t was necessary, however, that some extreme measure 
should be adopted to support our miserable existence; we 
shudder with horror onfinding ourselves under the necessity of 
retracing that which we put.iu practice; wefeel the pen drop 
from our hands; a deadly coldness freezes al] our imbs, and our 
hair stands on end+—Readers, we entreat' vou not to enter- 
taiv, for men alteady too unfortunate, a sentiment of indigna- 
tion; but-to grieve for them, and to sed a tear of pity over 
their unappy lot.” 

The “extreme. measure” was, indeed, horrible: the. un- 
happy men whom death bad ‘spared in the course of the night 
fell upon the carcases of the dead, and began:to-devour them; 
some tried to, eat their sword-belts aud. cartridge-boxes; 
others devoured their linen, and others the leathers of their 
hats; but all these expedients, and others of a still. more 
loathsome natare, were now of no avail 

A third night of horrow new approached; bat it proved 
to be a night of tranquillity, disturbed only. by the piercing 
cries of those whom hunger and thirst devoured. ‘The water 
wasup to their knees, and they could only attempt to get a 
little sleep by crowding closely together, so as to form an 
immoveable mass. ‘The morning sun shewed them ten or 
a dozen unfortunate creatures stretched lifeless on the raft; 
all of whom were commnitted to the deep with the exception 
of one, destined for the support of those who the evening 
before had pressed his trembling hands in vowing eternal 
friendship. At this period, fortunately, a shoal of flying fish, 
in passing the rafi, left nearly three hundred eatangled be- 
tween the spars. By means of a little gunpowder and linen, 
and by erecting an empty cask, they contrived to make a 
fire; and mixing with the fish the flesh of their deceased 
comrade, they all partook of a meal, which, by this means, 
was rendered less revolting. 
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The fourth night was marked by another massacre, Some 
Spaniards, Italians, and negroes, who had taken na part with 
the former mutineers, now entered into a conspiracy. to 
throw the rest into the sea, ‘The negroes had persvaded 
the others that the land was close to them, and that once on 
shore they would.answer for their crossing Africa without 
the least danger. A Spaniard was the first to.advance with 
a drawn knife; the sailors seized and threw him into the 
sea. An Italian, seeing thié jamped overbaard; the rest 
were easily mastered, and order was once more restored. 

Thirty persons only now semained, many of whom were in 
a most deplorable state, the salt-water having entirely re. 
moved the epidermis of the ower extremities, which, with 
contusions and wounds, rendered them unable to support 
themselves. The remains of fish and the wine were calcu- 
lated to be just enough to support-life for four days; but in 
these four they also calculated that ships might arrive from 
St. Louis to save them. At this moment two soldiers were 
discovered behind the cask of wine, thoagh which they had 
bored a hole, for the purpose of drinking it through a reed; 
they had just before all pledged themselves. to punish with 
death whoever should be found guilty.of sucha procceding, 
and the sentence was immediately executed, by throwing 
the culprits into the'sea. 

Their numbers were thus reduced to. twenty-eight, fifteen 
of whom only appeared to be able to exist for atew days; 
the other thirtcen were so reduced, that they had nearly lost 
all sense of existence; as their case was hopeless, and as 
while they lived they would consume a part of the little that 
was left, a council was held, and, after a deliberation at 
which the most horrible despair is said to have presided, it 
was decided to throw them overboard. “ Three sailors and 
a soldier undertook the execution of this cruel sentence: we 
turned away our eyes, and shed tears of blood on the fate of 
these unfortunate men; but this painful sacrifice saved the 
fifteen who remained; and who, after this dreadful catas- 
trophe,hadsix days of suffering to undergo before they were 
relieved from their dismal situation.” At the end of this 
period, a small vessel was descried at a distance; she proved 
to be the Argus brig, which had been dispatched from 
Senegal to look out for them. All hearis on board were 
melted with pity at their deplerable condition.— Let any 
one,” say our unfortunate narrators, “ figure to himsélf 
fifteen unhappy creatures almost naked, their bodies shrivelled 
by the rays of the sun, ten of them scarcely able to wove: 
our limbs stripped of the skin; atotal change in all our fea- 
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tires; our eyes hallow and almost savage; our long beards 
which gaye us an air almost hideous—we were jn tact but 
the shadows af ourselves.” 

/Suchis the history.of these uufortunnte men! Of the 
liundred and fifty embarlied on. the raft, fifteen only were 
received on board the brig, 2d uf these six died. shortly 
after their arrival at St. Louis; and the remaining vine, 
covered with cicatrices, and exbansted by the suffering to 
which they were so long exposed, are stated to bave been 
entirely altered «it appearance and constitution, We are 
shocked to add, that such were the neglect and indifference 
of their shipmates ‘who had arrived there in safety, that had 
it not been for the humane attention of Major .Peddy and 
Gaptain Campbell, they would in all probability bave ex- 
perieaced the fate of tueir unfortunate companions. 

; OF the boats, two only (those in which the governor and 
the captain of the frigate jad: embarked) arrived at Senegal: 
the other four made the shore iy different placesyand landed 
their people. They suffered. extremely trom hunger and 
thirst, and the. effects of a burning sun reflected from. a sur- 
face of naked sandy with the exception, however, of two or 
three, they all reached Senegal. 

The governor, recollecting that the Medusa had on board 
two husdred thousand francs in. specie, sent off a, lite 
vessel to visit the wreck; but (that no one part of this 
wretched expedition might reflect disgrace on another) with 
only eight days provisions on board: so that she was com- 
pelled to return without being able to approach it: she was 
again sent qut.with twenty-five devs provisions, bet being ill 
found, and the weather bad, she returned to port a second 
time. On the third atiempt she reached the wreck, fifty, 
two days after it had been abandoned; but what were the 
horror and .astonishment of those who ascended it, to 
discover on board three miserable wretches on the point of 
expiring ! 

[t now appeared that seventeen men had clune to the 
wreck whea she bvais and the raft departed; their first 
object had been to collect a sufficunt quantity of biscuit, 
wine, brandy, and pork for the subsistence of a certain 
number of days. While this jasted they were quiet; but 
forty-two days having passed without any succour appearing, 
tweive of the most determined, seeing themselves on the 
point of starving, resolved to make forthe land; they there- 
fore constructed a raft, or float, which they bound toge- 
ther with ropes, and on which they set off with a small 
quantity of provisions, without oars and wiihout sails, 
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and were drowned. Another, who had refused to embark 
with them, took it into his head, a few days after, to try for 
the shore: he placed himself in a hen-coop, dropped from 
the wreck, and at the distance of about half a cable’s length 
from it, sunk to rise no more.* The remaining four resolved 
to die by the wreck; one of them had. just expired when 
the vessel from Senegal arrived; the other three were so 
exhausted, that a few hours more would have put an end to 
their misery. 

It is impossible not to be struck with the extraordinary 
difference of conduct in thé officers and crew of the Medusa 
and those of ‘his Majesty’s ship Alceste. These two frigates 
were wrecked nearly abuut the same—the distance from the 
nearest friehdly port pretty nearly the same—in the one case 
all the people were kept together, in a perfect state of dis 
cipline and subordination, and brought safely home from 
the opposite side of the globe;—in the other, every one 
seems to liave been left to shift for himself, and the greater 
part perished in the horrible way we have just seen. Jo the 
one case, the representative of his Majesty voluntarily put 
himself on the same stinted allowance, and most cheerfully 
shared the same fate with the meanest of the crew. In the 
other, the representative of his Most Christian Majesty was 
the first to take care of himself—but we will not pursue the 
parallel. 





On the Destruction of the F vench Army in Russia. 
Oniginal Letter froma Russian Gentleman to his Friends in Germany. 
From tHe LiTeERARY GAZETLE. 

Concluded from Page 298. 


T may therefore be boldly affirmed, that not the blind 

agency of the elements, but the firm resolution of a heroic 
people, and their unparalleled sacrifices, were the chief cause 
of the destruction of an army, from whose graves the general 
freedom of Europe has arisen! Is it not more than probable, 
that this nation, after so many painful sacrifices, would not 
have spared the last; and that, even if the winter had been 
as mild as in southern climates, the sword of the Russians 
would equally have completed the destruction of the French? 
Certainly, no German will entertain a doubt of it; for the 























THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. $07 


sons of Hermann are now more than ever conscious what 
a people are capable of, when they enter the lists with the 

ride of a good cause. And now to enforce my arguments 
by facts, [ will mention two eaamples which exceed indeed 
in their horror the limits of human conception, but for the 
authenticity of which [ can vouch, as they were communi- 
cated to me by credible eye-witnesses. ‘The two main causes 
of the great event, namely, the profound moral corruption of 
the French army, and the burning hatred of the Russian 
nation to the enemies of God, apperr here in their entire 
horror-inspiring reality; and if the jatter has broken through 
the bounds of humanity, and changed into cannibal revenge, 
itis only the more in favour of my asscrtion, When a 
people, naturally good-natured end humane, being suddenly 
attacked in what they held most sacred, could be infuriated 
to inhuman hatred, no physical obstacles could hinder them 
from completing their revenge. 

The French army already began to spread over the plains 
of White Russia, and as far as the frontiers of the province 
of Smolensko, all “the towns and villages situated near the 
principal roads were inundated by the enemy: the village of 
Lusskowo alone seemed jor a time to be exemptfrom the ge- 
neral distress, being concealed by its situation in the midst 
of woods and bogs, from the harpy eyes of the Freach; but 
soon the savage cries of rapacious and blood-thirsty soldiers 
announced to the inhabitants, suspended between hope and 
fear, that this peaceful asylum was also discovered, and, like 
all those in the neighbourhood, stood on the list for destruc- 
tion by the terrible conquerors. The Pope of the village, how- 
ever, a venerable old mau, resulved to meet the enemy with 
humble submission, and thus to save at Jeast the lives and 
dweilings of his parishioners. He went to meet the savage 
crew, holding in bis left hand the consecrated chalice with 
the wafers, and in the right the Crucifix, followed in solemn 
procession by the elders of the village. Tue officer who 
commaided the enemy seemed to be inclined, by this sub- 
mission, to treat them mildly; with his soldiers, he silently 
joined the procession, and followed to the church. But here 
he threw off the mask, and required the priest to deliver up 
to him the church plate: the latter, shuddering at the 
proposal, reminded these barbarians of the presence of the 
Almighty, of the inviolability of the treasures of his sanc- 
tuary. He was answered by insolent scofling and peremp- 
tory renewal of the demand: already they seized their axes, 
to biing to light the concealed treasures; already, with im- 
pious hands, they torethe rich ornaments from the images of 
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the saints; when the weak old man again takes courage, and 
with the commanding voice of despair, exclaims, “ Brethten, 
defend and avenge your God; and his profaned temple!’ 
The country peop!e, inflamed with rage, obedient to the 
voice of their father, weré-collecting around him, when a 
volley of fire-artns laid them low at the very entrance of the 
sanctuary, and the temple profaners bind the feeble priest 
upon the altar, and with diabolical ingenuity kill him, by 
violently forcing open his mouth, and thrusting down his 
throat the consecrated wafers ! 

An aid-de-camp of Prince U. related to me a counterpart 
to this horrible story, and his narration may serve to shew 
into what cruelties a national and religious war may degene- 
rate. ‘The corps in which this officer served, belonged to the 
advenced gaard of General Miloradawitsch. The French 
were pursued without intermission, and as in this rapid 
advance many of the younger and weaker soldiers remained 
behind from inability to proceed, he was ordered to collect 
the stragglers, to take them into the country on the side of 
the route; and deliver them toa depot for the sick. On this 
march through a cowatry not laid waste, he rode one day in- 
to a village nevr the road to procure something to drink: he 
observed a well-built farm-house, and went in. The first 
objects that caught his eyes, were two Frenchmen, who were 
sitting at a separate table, and regaling themselves. Being 
struck witli this circumstance, he inquires, and hears with 
horror the frank account of the farmer, “ Yes, Sir, the 
rascals cost me five roubles ; I bave bought them of a Bashkir: 
they were quite starved and miserable; I now fatten them 
vp with the best I have; let them bécome fally acquainted 
with the enjoytnents of life, then I will patthem in confine- 
ment, and let them gradually die of hunger—that will be an 
agreeable funeral offering for my father, whom these pro- 
faners of temples have murdered by thousandfold tortures. 
! would indeed willingly have torn them to pieces when I 
bought them, but happily recollected that death at that 
moment would be a relief to them! It is better as it is!” 

I lay down the pen which records this dreadful design of 
an inhuman sovl, only adding, that for the honour of my 
country, this cruelty was not completed; and that, as may 
be supposed, Lieutenant I. employed his influence to deliver 
the unhappy victims, and to give the peasant up to justice, 
that be might be punished asa warning to others, whom 
savage hatred liad rendered barbarous. 

[Che heart that could plan a scheme of such horrid barba- 
rity must be divested of every moral and religious sentiment, 
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and be altogether unworthy of the society of human beings, 
of whom he had nothing but the outward form.] 








NUPTIAL DRESSES. 


HE following is a description of the rich and elegant 
dresses made for the wedding of her Royal Highness 
the Princess Elizabeth, Tuesday, April 7, 1818. 


PRINCESS ELIZABETH. 


HER ROYAL HIGHNESS’S WEDDING DRESS. 


A very rich and elegant silver tissue, with two broad 
flounces of the most beautiful Brussels point lace, seach 
flounce headed with rich netted silver shells ; body and 
sleeves superbly trimmed with Brussels point, the sleeves 
tastefully looped up wiih silver tassels; the robe of rich 
silver tissue, lined with white satin, trimmed with Brussels 
Jace, and bordered with silver netted shells to correspond with 
the dress, and fastened in the waist with a very brilliant 
diamond clasp. Head-dress, superb plume of ostrich fea- 
thers, with a most beautiful bandeau of diamonds. 


OTHER DRESSES OF HER ROYAL HIGHNESS. 


An elegant rich white satin robe, saperbly embroidered 
with Roman pearl beads, aud richly trimmed with blond lace, 
body fully trimmed to correspond, and long sleeves composed 
of very beautiful blond lace, worn over a very rich white 
satin dress, embroidered with beads to correspond. 

A very rich white satin dress, elegantly trimmed with 
flounces of Brussels point lace, beaded by a border of rich 
satin roses: body and sleeves composed of Brussels lace, 
tastefully ornamented with roses to correspond. 

An elegant rich figured white satin dress, with a broad 
flounce of blond lace, headed with a foll trimming to cor- 
respond, of net satin and blond ; body and sleeves very full, 
and haudsomely trimmed with blond lace. 

An elegant rich striped white satin dress, with two flounces 
of broad blond lace,each flounce headed with blond shell 
trimming ; body richly trimmed, and full sleeves, tastefully 
orvamented with blond lace. 

A very rich amber satin dress, with a superb border of 
broad blond lace, headed with an elegant trimming of pateu! 
VoL. 58. 3 A 
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net and satin ; sleeves composed of blond lace and satin 
tulle ; body richly trimmed with blond lace. 

An elegant blue satin dress, richly immed round the 
train with blond lace, shell trt@ithiag, tastefully fastened with 
bowsof white ribbon, headed with a rick flounce of blond lace ; 
lace sleeves composed of blue satin and vandykes of blond, 

A rich green and white striped satin dress, trimmed round 
the train with an elegant trimming composed of patent net 
and eatin, richly édged with blond lace, and fastened with 
white satin roses; sleeves tastefully ornamented wich ascollop, 
trimming to correspond. 

A beautifol Pémona gréen satin dress, with a very rich 
trimming at the bottom of net and blond lace, tastefully or- 
namented witli roses of blond lace and satin; very full sleeves 
of patent net and blond lace; top of the dress richly trimmed 
with blond lace to correspond. 

Rich white satin wedding pelisse, trimmed round with 
broad Mechlin lace, and cape full trimmed to correspond. 

Rich white satin dress to wear under wedding pelisse, with 
full ruff of muslin lace to correspond. 

An elegant muslin lace cap, to wear with white satin pelisse. 

An elegant fine bobbin lace robe, richly trimmed with fine 
broad Mechlin lace and pearl heads, worn over a very rich 
white satin dress. 

A superb Honiton lace dress, tastefully trimmed at the 
bottom witb festoons of lace and bows of ribband, full sleeves, 
and cap of handsome lace, worn over a rich blue satin dress, 
with full trimmings of net and satin. 

Two very fine Indian muslin dresses, with Mechlin lace 
bodies, and flounces of the most beautiful Mechiia lace, 
worn over satin slips, white and lilae. 

Fine India star book muslin dress, let in with broad joiney 
lace, and trimmed with broad flounce of fine Meciilin’ lace, 
and beautiful Meclilin lace, long sleeves, top richly trimmed 
io correspond, worn over a rich white satin slip. 

Avety fine India spotted muslin dress, trimmed with 
flounces of broad Mechilin luce, and satin tulle, body and 
sleeves of Mechlin lace, worn over a rich blue satin slip. 

Two fine India sprigged book muslin dresses, with flounces 
of Mechlin lace ; bodies and sleeves let in--with Mechiin 
joiny lace. 

A very fine India lace striped muslin dress, felly trimmed 
with flounces of very fine Valenciennes lace, headed with 
borders of blue satin; tulle body and sleeves, richly trimmed 
to correspond. 

‘ Three fine India sprigged muslin dresses, trimmed hand- 
}andsomely with Mechlin lace. 
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Arich white silk pelisse, trimmed with beautiful blae and 
white brocade trimming, with fall fill and cuffs of blond, 
lace; a rich and elegant white satig bonnet, trimmed with 
blond lace, and a handsome plume of feathers, to wear with 
pelisse. 

A sich lilac agd white striped satin pelisse, with Freach 
foldings of white satin; Mechilin lace frill. 

Fine [ndia muslin pelisse, trimmed with elegant Mechlin 
lace, lined with lilae sarsnet. 

Four elegant satin and sarsnet pelisses, very handsomely 
trimmed with satin and plush trimmings, and handsome lace 
ruffs. 

A very fine white kerseymere dress, body and sleeves em- 
broidered, and rich trimmings of white satin round the bot- 
toin; frill of fine Valenciennes lace, collar aod cufts. 

Four fine coloured cloth dresses, very elegantly embroi- 
dered, with very handsome lace collars. 

An elegant white sarsnet morning dress, handsomely 
trimmed with borders of blue and white brocade wimming, 
with muslin lace frill, 

A fine India stuiped muslin morning dress, flounces of 
French work, trimmed with Valenciennes lace, worn over a 
green satin slip. 

Four handsome bordered muslin dresses, trimmed with 
Valenciennes lace. 

four bandsome bordered muslin dresses, trimmed with 
fine work and lace. 

Two elegant cambric bordered pelisses, trimmed with 
Valenciennes lace, bonnets, caps, &c. to correspond. 





The following dresses were also made for the occasion: 
THE PRINCES SAUGUSTA. 


A superb train cress, with the most beautiful striped 
lavender silver tissue borders, richly embroidered in silver 
lama, and headed with beautiful trimmings of silver, intermixe 
ed with celestial blue; body aug sleeves richly wimmed with 
blond lace ; the sleeves tastefully ornamented with beauuful 
silver tassels, and fastened at the waist with a superb diamond 
clasp. Head-dress, a most superb plume of ostrich feathers 
and diamonds. 


THE DUCHESS OF GLOUCESTER. 
A rich and very elegant white satin dress, with two superb 


borders of gold fringe; body “ _— richly trimmed with 
J ai % 
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blond lace; the sleeves tastefully ornamented with gold 
trimmings, and euperb netted tassels; a superb gold tissue 
robe, of the most beautifel pattern, elegantly bordered wiih 
gold fringe, to correspond with the dress, and fastened in 
the waist with a superb diamond clasp; head-dress, a superb 
plume of ostrich feathers, with a profusion of diamonds. 





PRINCE HESSE-HOMBERG. 


To tue Epiror. 
Sir, 


HE only notice the public journals have taken of this 

illustrious personage is, that he was oris a cavalry 
officer in the Austrian service, a brave man, and who coim- 
manded the “ Reserve,” at the battle of Leipsic. Accident 
threw an old newspaper in my way, and | hand it you withthe 
simple comment, that [ am sure the Eoglish will admire the 
** Reserve” of this German Prince equally with the manly 
character of Prince Leopold.—* Extracts from the 23rd 
bulletin of the Crown Prince of Sweden, dated Leipsic, Oc- 
tober 21, 1813, state, that the French attacked the town of 
Acken, and the division of the Prince of Hesse-Homberg 
moved in that disection, and the bridge and town of Acken 
were regained.” “ Our columns were moving upon Leipsic, 
when large masses of the enemy were seen debouching be- 
tween Molka aod Englesdortf, threatening to turn to our 
Jeft. General Blucher ordered his troops to make a front 
movement; the troops at that point did not appear to be 
sufficiently numerous; it was necessary to reinforce them; 
the Prince of Hesse-Homberg was ordered to proceed, and 
he executed his movement with the precision and regularity 
of a parade; General Bulow then attacked two villages, and 
was successful.” “ At five next morning, the enemy having 
retired into the suburbs of Leipsic, the Prince Royal (now 
King of Sweden) ordered General Bulow to carry the city; 
the latter directed the Prince of Hesse-Homberg to make 
the attack; the division of General Herizell was intended to 
support it. ‘The gate was protected by a palisade, and the 
walls were loop-holed; notwithstanding which our troops 
forced their way into the streets, when the Prince of Hesse- 
Homberg was wounded by a ball; the city was taken, end 


such of the enemy as did not surrender were put to the 
aword.” 
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PASIGRAPHY, 


Or System of Universal Language. 
From the Literary Gazette. 


IKE the discovery of the longitude, squaring the circle, 
i the transmutation of metals, and one or two other grand 
problems, the notion of an universal language bas ever been 
a cherished theory with the learned of all nations. In Eng- 
land we have at least one folio volume on the subject (Wil- 
kins’s Essay, 1668) and recently it has attracted so much at- 
tention, that a society of the literatihas been formed in Ger- 
many for the purposeof pursuing the enquiryinto the practica- 
bility of a system so repleie with consequences to the civilized 
world. The world itself seems !o be politically prepared for 
a discovery of this nature. All the sovereigns of Europe 
meet and are meeting together to settle the bases of the 
social frame. The entire globe may be said to be repre- 
seated or interested in these august assemblages ; and the 
topics discussed are of universal importance. Such is the 
era when we venture, with little of uncertainty on our minds, 
to solicit the attention of the statesmen and philosophers of 
Great Britain (in the first instance) to the following sum- 
mary. What we here state, we know are the properties of 
the invention alluded to: but it possesses many others of 
eminent utility, though comparatively of less value. What 
more are wantedto fill up the desideratum of dn Universal 
Language we cannot tell, and it'is for this reason that, be- 
fore going more at large into the hypothesis, we invite the 
communications and objections of all persons competent to 
speak on a question, the magnitude and extraordinary pow- 
ers of which itis impossible to exaggerate. One glance at 
the influence such a discovery, if adopted, musthiveon the 
political, mercantile, and in short, on all the relations of men, 
will suffice to shew, that even pristingiiself was not calcula. 
ted to bring about a more complete moral revolution. Again 
soliciting the opinionsof meu of philosophical minds, we 
merely subjoin a sketch of the 


Properties of a New System of Universul Language. 


1, Tue Cuaracters, are of the utmost simplicity, 
bearing some resemblance to the notes in music. They are 
very limited in number, so limited, that twotypes or a tele- 
graph wouldexpress them all. They change their signitica- 
tion by relative position. 
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The knowledge of this character, that is the power of read. 
ing what is written init, critically, may with the greatest 
ease be acquired in tenminutes by persons of common ca 
pacity. 

A, withten minutes instructions, shall audibly read —give 
voice to these signs, so that B, previously acquainted with 
the language, shal] completely understand the import given 
to each by the first writer C, with the utmost grammaticgl 
minuteness. 

From one to three signs, and very rarely a fourth, express 
any ide», in all its various moods and forms. 

Tbe Grammar of this character may be acquired in two 
hours, that isto say, itis firmly believed, from analogy of the 
European languages known to the inventor, that every foe 
reigner could within that time place his finger on every part 
of speech used in his native tongue ; distinguishing the gen- 
der, number, and case of the noun, the degrees of compari 
son, of the adnoun agreeing with its noun, the same with re 
spect to the adverb, the moods, tenses, nuinber, person, and 
voice of the verb. 

The same symbol or symbols represent the same substance 
or the same idea in all languages. Every possible inflexion 
of any word follows the knowledge of the root. 

Every symbol, with all the niceties of language, can be 
spoken, writtep, printed or expressed by a very simple 
telegraph. 

The roots are few, the number of words, in all their in- 
flexions, without limit, and their use attained with the utmost 
euse within the short time stated. 








Anecdote of the present King of the Netherlands. 
Lubeck, March 10, 1818, 


T is about 20 years ago that Mr. Neele,a respectable citi 
zen of this place, worked in a baking house at Chepstow, 

in the principality of Wales. He had lived there three 
years, without seeing one of his German countrymen, when 
one afternoon the landlord of the King George sent to tell 
him, that a German, just arrived, wished to speak to him. 
He hurried to the public-house, and found a man plainly 
dressed, who accosted him in the German language. Mr. 
Necle asked him, as is the general custom, to drink a_ pot of 
beer with him, which he accepted, and this was followed by 
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a second; hethen iovited lim to take a walk about the 
beautiful place. On their retorn, our countrymen went in- 
to another public-house, and drank some glasses of rum, after 
which the stranger recollected that it was time to think of 
his departure. They had nearly reached the house, when 
be suddenly stopped,and asked Mr. Neele what he supposed 
him really to be? at the same time opening his grey great 
coat, and shewing a large and brilliant star upon his breast. 
Mr. Neele, who had till then taken him to be a merchant, 
answered with surprise, that he must be some great person, 
and hoped that hehad not offended him ; but he could not 
tellhisrank. Upon this the stranger declared himself tobe 
the Prince of Orange, who had fled to England from the in- 
vasion of the French. He then wrote Mr Neele’s name in 
his pocket-book, thanked him for his kind reception, and 
after they had bid each other farewell, he left him, to pre- 
pare for his departure. Shortly afierwards, as Mr. Neele 
had some business outof doors, a coach passed him: the 
gentleman in it stops, it and beckons him to come, when he 
again heartily takes his hand; it was again the friendly 
Prince, whom Mr. Neele never saw after. 

Last winter, as Mr. Neele, who has long since returned to 
his native country, and issettled at Lubeck, was sitting in 
conversation with an acquaintance, who had travelled a great 
deal, the latter boasted of having seen the present King of 
the Netherlands : * You do not know him so well as [I do,” 
replied Mr. Neele, “ for I once drank a pot of beer withhim. 
As the other would not believe it, Mr. N. resolved to write 
tothe monarch. He wished him joy on the happy change 
of his fortunes, end onhis accession to the throne ; asking 
whether he still remembered him, and mentioned to him his 
present circumstances, Soon after this, he received the fole 
lowing answer .— 


Brussels, May 17, 1817. 


“* Onreadirg your letter, his Majesty still remembers 
with pleasure the acquaintance you formed with him at 
Chepstow 20 years ago. His Majesty hopes that you may 
always be happy in yonr present circumstances, aud has 
given me the commission, as a tokenof remembrance, and 
asa proof that he appreciates your frankness, tc send you 
two copper-plates, representing her Majesty the Queen, and 
H. R. H. the Prince of Orange. We have no good likeness 
of the King at present. These two copper-plates are de- 
posited in the hands of Baron Von Lynden, Civil Governor 
of Arnheim, who will deliver them according to your orders, 
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« T amglad of this opportunity to offer my friendship to 
a man whom the King my master so highly esteems. 
“ The Secretary of State, Makly,” 





THE SABBATH AT OTAHEITE. 


R. Rowland Hapsal, of Parametta, New South Wales, 

gives, in a letter to a friend in London, the followin 
description of the strict observance of the Christian Sabbath, 
at Otaheite—* When my friend, Mr. Cook, with his family, 
arrived on the coast of Otaheite, in the brig Active, they were 
much surprised that nota single native was seen all along 
the shore as the vessels sailed; nor could they perceive any 
smoke arising from their dwellings. This excited in the 
mind of Mr. Cook and others, a painful suspicion that the 
island had been subdued, and all the inhabitants cut off in 
the wars. In the midst of this agitation of mind, one of 
the sailors, an Otabeitan, who left Port Jackson in the Active, 
observed, that the natives were keeping the Sabbath-day— 
that of late they did no kind of work—nor cooked any 
victuals—nor went out of their houses, except to worship 
God—and that the whole of the day was employed either in 
seligious worship, or in teaching one another to read. At 
length, the vessel came to anchor in Matavai Bay; but not 
a native made his appearance until Monday morning; when 
great numbers repaired to the brig, bringing with them their 
usual testimonies of hospitality, of fruit and food of all kinds, 
with other presents of cloth, &c. &c. being highly pleased 
and thankful to God, that he bad sent another teacher 
among them; and thus fully satisfying all on board that 
they had been observing the Sabbath, as belore expressed. 





Anecdote of the Earl of Hardwicke, many Years Lord 
Chancellor of England. 


HE Chancellor is furnished every vear with a new bag 

for the Great Seal; but as one is not wanted so often, 
his Lordship reserved a new one every now and then, till at 
lest having got a competent number, he had them wrought 
into a bed, as so many ornaments; and the bed, which may 
exhibit a dozen or more of these purses, is now in being et 
Wimpole. 
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CARROT SEED. 


HE following judicious mode of preparing Carrot Seed 
for the field culture, was adopted by Mr. Ormiston, 
bailiff at Wynnstay, with great success, and may prove use- 
ful, as an example ia similar cases. The latter end of March 
and beginning of April, 1812, being so wet as to preclude 
the operation of ridging up or drilling the ground intended 
for carrots and mangel wurtzel, he caused three or four cart 
loads of very rich friable mould to be carried from the gar- 
den of an adjoining cottage to a cart shed upon the farm, 
and after sweeping clean part of the floor, he sifted upon 
it with a fine riddle, a layer of this earth, about eight square 
yards’ in extent, and about balf an inch thick; on this he 
placed a very thin layer of rape dust; he again riddled ano- 
ther stratum of balf an inch thick of the ,mould, on which 
he rubbed and laid over as equally as possible 3lbs. of carrot 
seed. He repeated laying the different strata until the 
thickness of the bed was nearly eight inches; this ad- 
mixture was then about one pound of carrot seed to a bushel 
of mould, &c. In this state it remained nearly a fortnight, 
care being taken to sprinkle water upon the outside of the 
heap when it became dry, and turningit twice every week, 
By this time the carrot seed had vegetated, aud as the 
weather became dry, the ground was ridged up in good 
order, at intervals of twenty inches;.and on the same day 
the carrot seed and mixture were sown, or cast into a rut or 
drill made on the top of the ridge, with the border of a 
angular hoe. As carrot seed cunnot well be sowed with a 
machine, whether mixed or not, one man and two women 
were employed to sow it by hand. Whilst one woman ts 
making the drill or furrow ov the top of the ridge, the other 
is carrying the admixture to the man who sows it: they com- 
plete an acre inaday. The sced was only covered witha light 
turnip roller, ‘The advantage of this preparation is obvious: 
from the advanced state of vegetation the seed has obtained 
when sowD,it soon appears above ground, and runs no risk 
of being choaked by weeds, which too often happens ia 
the common method; and vegetation is afterwards greatly 
forwarded by the manured mixture. This method is bene- 
ficial with most kinds of small sceds, and indeed generally 
adopted by gardeners. Mr. Ormiston is this season making 
trial of Talavera, as a spring wheat, accidentally sowing it 
rather late, 
_ The increasing state of our population renders peculiarly 
iMportant every method that tends to render our crops more 
certain and more abundant. 
Vou. 58, 3B 
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Answer, by Anne, of Martack, to R. Lewis's Charade, inserted Degember 29, 


INCE fair TABITHA is by you carest, 
May she be your’s, and you with her be blest! 
t- The same answer has been received from J. Parris, of Axminste'3 
and A. Taylor, junior, of Plympstock. 








Answer, by C. Yeates, of Bristol, to F. Davy’s Charade, inserted January 2%, 


Believe, my good Sir, I can make it appear, 
A SON is a male, and a NET is a snare. 


Ttt ‘Similar answers have been received from A. Taylor, janior, of Plymp- 
stock; and R. Lewis, of Poole. 








REBUS, by S. Pyle, of Plymouth Dock, 


WO-FIFTHS of an old Saxon word, 
Be pleased to define ; 
"T'wo-sevenths of a king assured, 
Secondly call to mind ; 
Next three-fifths of the number two, 
You thirdly will expound, 
Tn sporting it is often used, 
When that success is found: 
These simple parts, when right connected, 
A science of great use will be detected. 





CHARADE, by 4. T. of Plympstock. 


N empty title will my first explain ; 
Sought for by many, yet what few obtain ; 

Two pronouns are my next; twixt you and I, 
The which, when formed, unto my first apply. 
When down the west horizon rolls the light, 
And leaves around the sable gloom of night, 
In ether space my whole is seen to shine, 
Pointing to man an origin divine. 








CHARADE, by Curiosus, of Yeovil. 


Y first has stood for king and slave, 
For soldier and physician; 
A title all men sometiines have, 
Whatever their condition. 
My second rivals natare’s skill, 
Or hides her honest feeling, 
Exults alike in good or ill, 
Displaying or concealing. 
My third is both my second’s throne, 
And dupe of its pretensions, 
A little world as little known, 
Which oft the lover mentions. 


























POETRY. 


—— 
TO SPRING. 


From a Volume of Danish Poetry. 


HY beams are sweet, beloved spring! 
The winter shades before thee fly ; 
‘The bongh smiles green, the young birds sing, 
The chainless current glistens by ; 
*Till countless flowers, like stars, ilame 
The deepening vale of forest gloom. 


Oh! welcome, gentle guest from. high, 
Sent to cheer our world below, 
To lighten sorrow’s faded eye, 
To kindle nature’s social glow ; 
Ob! he is o’er his fellows blest, 
Who feels thee in a guiltless breast. 


Peacc to the generous heart esaaying, 
With deeds of love to win our praise ; 

He smiles, the spring of life surveying, 
Nor feels her cold and wintry ays ; 

To his high goal, with triumph bright, 
The calm years waft him in their flight. 


Thou glorious goal! that shin’st afar, 
And seem’st to smile us on our way ; 

Bright is the hope that crowns our war, 
The dawn-blush of eternal day ! 

There shall we meet, this dark world o’er, 
And mix in love for evermore. 








DEATH. 


i’ EASE, tool, to mourn life’s little span, 
And bush that impious cry, 
For what ao abject thing were man, 

If he were ne’er to die. 


Yet grant thee all thy soul’s desire, 
A free, immortal state, 

Soon immortality would tire, 
And thou would’st curse thy fate : 


Wealth, honours, all the world can give, 
And soft luxurious ease, 

The charms for which men crave to live, 
Would lose their power to please, 


But death, though harsh to worldly ears, 
To misery and to me 

Sounds like the music of the spheres, 

Celestial harmony. 
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It mingles in one common clay 
The oppressor and the opprest ; 

It wipes the tears of grief away, 
And gives the weary rest. 


It bids the wretched miser part 
From his ill-gotten store ; 

It terrifies the stoutest heart, 
That never shook before. 


It quite unnerves the warrior’s arm, 
It makes the haughty bow ; 

And rudely withers every charm 
On beauty’s heavenly brow. 


Its voice unbars the prison door, 
And sets the captive free ; 

The slave endures the lash no more, 
But springs to liberty. 


It conquers woe, disease, and pain, 
All private, public strife ; 

And snaps at once the heavy chaia 
That binds us fast to life. 


And from a sorrowing world like this, 
And fortune’s withering frown, 

It leads to everlasting bliss, 
To conquest, and a crown. 


Then cease to mourn life’s little span, 
And hush that impious cry ; 

For what ap abject thing were man 
If. he were not to die, 


Throgmorton-street. G. D, 






























MAGDALENA. 


ILENT and lone, beneath the cypress bough, 
WJ She sat, and watched the circlets of the night, 
As, imaged_on the waveless stream below, 

They beamed again to heaven serenely bright. 
She felt her dream of happiness was fiown: 

But hope, still lingering, shed its heavenly ray ; 
Like the fair star that in those waters shone, 

Sull bright, though they. were gliding fast away. 
Her bosom had been stained in passion’s hour, 

But she had wept on it her frailties past, 
And like the sullied lily by the shower, 

It had been washed and purified at last. 
Those long dark lashes beaded still with tears, 

The warm rose blanched upon her sunken cheek, 
The lip, which pallid as that rose appears, 

Seemed well her silent penitence to speak. 
Hev’s was the heart’s still prayer—her lips were sealed 

These meek eyes, glencing to their kindred Heaven, 
[u dewy orisons her soul revealed: 

She asked not—but she looked to be forgiven. 
H. A, D. 











